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Edgar Allan Poe living in a miserable life

Edgar Allen Poe’s gothic writing basically came from his life surroundings and depressions he went through. He didn’t live an ordinary life, but horrible one. Poe had to go through extreme loss of life, failures, and low pressures. However, his miserable life had one positive affect on him. Poe, as an author, reflected his life and expressed his thoughts and feelings in the papers of his writings, which made him superior in gothic genre.


Edgar started his life with harsh childhood, mainly going through family separation. When Poe was around three, his father left him and his mother abandoned by themselves (Canada 1). At the young age, Poe already have lost a father to rely on and on top of it, he also lost his mother. His mother, Elizabeth Poe, suffered from illness and later passed away before Poe was even a teenager (Canada1). Soon, he became an orphan and had nowhere to go. Luckily, he was later adopted by John Allan and Frances Allan, but they didn’t adopt him legally for some reason (Harms 4). The Allans took good care of him, but not always.

The Allans seem to have sympathy toward Edgar, but he was often isolated from them, as a family. For Edgar’s education, Allans sent him to excellent schools and supported him in his studying (Billington 4). But soon after he was dropped out of school for drinking and gambling debts, the Allans lost their hope in him. And because Poe was never legally a family of Allans, they didn’t really bond as a family. So when Mrs. Allan died, Edgar was not allowed to come see Mrs. Allan until she was buried, because she asked Mr. Allan for Edgar to do so (Decourcy 3). But when he felt really abandoned as a family was when Mr. Allan left Edgar with nothing and didn’t even mention Edgar’s name in his will when he passed away (Reuben 8). When the Allans’ sympathy changed to apathy, Edgar felt loneliness and needed some love from someone, but that wasn’t also easy for him.

Unfortunately, every women he loved and cared about, died from illness as if Edgar was cursed from women. First was his mother, Elizabeth Poe, and then his wife, Virginia before she even reached her thirties (Reuben 5). The death of his mother was easy to move on, but the death of his loving Virginia worsened his life. He would go into deep depression and also into drinking. Also experiencing the loss of his foster mother, it made him suffer more than he could handle (Decourcy 2). If both of them have lived a long life with Edgar, it could have helped him to go through all the crisis he was going through in his life. 

Edgar could not find the exit to his financial crisis from his poor childhood, ever to his adulthood. His family was always poor and also the Allans (Reuben 3). But when he went off to college, he got involved in drinking and gambling, which left him with huge amount of debt (Billington 3). Even after he got married with Virginia and started publishing some of his works, it still couldn’t help the situation. The financial problem would not go away and always follow him. Later on in his life, he finally finds a women to remarry, who will also set him free from financial problems, but unfortunately, he dies few days before the wedding (Reuben 2). 


From his lonely childhood to his mysterious death, he never had an opportunity to go beyond in his miserable life. His love, money, and failure blocked him from every direction he went. The death of his loved one blocked him from getting a new family and love. And when he tried to get remarried for the first time, he was denied by his messy looks (Reuben 4). And every time, when Edgar publishes something, he gets little money out of it but his works never got famous until after his death (Decourcy 3). 

Edgar’s gothic writing did not just come from his love for writing but from his own life experience by looking at the fact that he kept publishing his works periodically between his ups and downs. His stories and poems often reflect his inner thoughts and emotions. He probably needed something to write down what he was going through and he did it by forming it into a story or a poem. In modern days, Edgar exists as one of the best in gothic genre and without him; we would not have known the real style of gothic genre.
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